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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]
The Civil Rights Movement

	TEACHER NAME

Judy Franks


	PROGRAM NAME

OLRC

	
	[Unit Title]
Civil Rights

	NRS EFL 
2 – 4 
	TIME FRAME
120 – 180 minutes 


	Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	
	Text Types and Purposes
	W.2.2, W.3.2, W.4.2
W.2.3
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	
	Conventions of Standard English
	L.1.1, L.2.1, L.3.1
L.2.2, L.3.2

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	W.2.4, W.3.3, W.4.3
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	Knowledge of Language
	

	
	Craft and Structure
	
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	W.2.8, W.3.7, W.4.7
W.3.8, W.4.8
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center (TRC).




	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)

Construct and interpret two timelines; a historical one that includes a character sketch of a famous activist from the civil rights era and a personal one with a character sketch of an important person in their life.
	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS

· Timelines 

· Civil Rights Movement character sketches

· Personal History character sketches

· Teacher observation

	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

· Students will need to be able to sequence events in chronological order.


	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

1. Introduce the concept of sequence and chronological order by having a student share his or her activities for the day.  Illustrate these activities on the board or overhead in a timeline format (use hours to create the timeline.).  Show examples of timelines from websites or other resources.

2. Learners form small groups of 3-4 to build their Civil Rights Movement timeline using historical events from that era.  Students can use Internet resources or trade books from the The Civil Rights Movement Matrix as the basis of their discovery.  Each group should use a large paper roll to draw their timelines. 

Teacher Note Due to the overwhelming amount of Internet resources, either bookmark particular websites or download information prior to class as a time-saving method for students. As students research their topics, they should provide sources according to classroom methods of citing sources.
Debrief as a large group: What did they learn?  What surprised them?  Do they remember any of these events?  What have they heard about the events?  Which person would you like to know more about?

3. Students will be familiar with many famous names of people from this era, but may have few details about what these people did or believed.  Each person will choose one of these activists to write a character sketch that will then spotlight people on their timeline.

To begin the character sketch, students will introduce the character.  The sketch should create a strong mental image of the person, to know the person’s characteristic ways of doing things and to know something about the person’s value system.  Character sketches only give snapshots of people and not a history of the person.

A good way to write a character sketch is to tell a little story about one important event from the person’s life.  Students should use descriptive language to enhance the picture they are painting.  List sample character traits if students need vocabulary for their descriptions.

Writers should decide what kind of emotional reaction they want from the reader and what details they can select to create that emotional reaction.  They should avoid making broad characterizing statements, but let the details given suggest general characteristics.  They should aim to let readers draw their own conclusions.

Attach the character sketches to the Civil Rights Movement timeline for everyone to read.

4. Students now work on their own to create a personal timeline that incorporates significant historical and personal events. Timelines should include 5 historical events or people and 2 personal events from the same time period.  Each event must include the date, a brief summary, list of pertinent people involved and location.  Students should be prepared to give the following information about each event listed on their timelines: Why was this event important?  What effect has this event had on current history?

Students can use graphic programs to enhance their timelines if desired, or they can be done on large chart paper.

After students have gathered and selected their events or people, they will lay them out in chronological order to create a timeline.  At the beginning of the timeline, they will mark the starting date and what happened on that date.  Next they will go to the end of the timeline and mark the ending date and what happened.  In between these dates, they will mark the other important dates and what happened.  

Students can write a character sketch of someone who has had a special meaning in their life.  Provide specific details about the person and their relationship.

Learners share their timelines with the class by giving a short presentation using their visual timeline (with any photographs or graphics), summaries of events and their character sketch


	RESOURCES

Computer

Projector, ability to project

Internet access

Roll of paper for student use

Markers for student use
Suggested websites for student research:

The Civil Rights Movement Matrix [DOC file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://literacy.kent.edu/eureka/tradebooks/matrices/MatrixCivilRightsMovement.doc 
Overview of the 1960s. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/era.cfm?eraID=17&smtID=1
Kvenild, C. (2008, January/February). The Civil Rights Movement: Sites for Students and Researchers. Retrieved from http://www.ilovelibraries.org/article/civil-rights-movement-sites-students-and-researchers 

Brunner, B., & Haney, E. (n.d.). Civil Rights Timeline. Retrieved from http://www.infoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html 

African-American Civil Rights Movement (1954-68). (n.d.). Retrieved from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_Rights_Movement
Cozzens, L. (1998). The Civil Rights Movement 1955-1965: Introduction. Retrieved from http://www.watson.org/~lisa/blackhistory/civilrights-55-65/index.html
The Civil Rights Era. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aopart9.html
The Civil Rights Movement. (1997). Retrieved from http://www.cnn.com/EVENTS/1997/mlk/links.html
Civil Rights Movement Veterans. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.crmvet.org/index.htm
The History Place. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.historyplace.com/
A Timeline of the 20th Century. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://history1900s.about.com/od/timelines/tp/timeline.htm
Year by Year. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.infoplease.com/yearbyyear.html


	
	DIFFERENTIATION
· Students work in multiple situations of small groups of 3-4, debriefing learning as a large group, and individually to create personal timelines.  
· Teachers provide online resources based on levels and computer literacy abilities which they have organized prior to class.  
· This lesson also employs multiple intelligence strategies for writing and graphic design of timelines.


	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION


	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Continue the study of this era with the lesson I Have a Dream by reading the speech by Martin Luther King Jr.




Sample Character Traits
able
active

adventurous

affectionate

afraid

alert

ambitious

angry

annoyed

anxious 

apologetic

arrogant

attentive

average

bad

blue

bold

bored

bossy

brainy

brave

bright

brilliant

busy

calm

careful

careless

cautious

charming

cheerful

childish

clever

clumsy

coarse

concerned

confident

confused

considerate

cooperative

courageous

cowardly

cross

cruel

dangerous

daring

dark

decisive

demanding

dependable

depressed

determined

discouraged

dishonest

disrespectful

doubtful

dull

dutiful

eager

easygoing

efficient

embarrassed

encouraging

energetic

evil 

excited

expert

fair

faithful

fearless

fierce

foolish

fortunate

foul

fresh

friendly

frustrated

funny

gently

giving

glamorous

gloomy

good

graceful

greedy

grouchy

grumpy

guilty

happy 

harsh

hateful

healthy

helpful

honest

hopeful

hopeless

humorous

ignorant

imaginative

impatient

impolite

inconsiderate

independence

industrious

innocent

intelligent

jealous

kindly

lazy 

leader

lively

lonely

loving

loyal

lucky

mature

mean

messy

miserable

mysterious

naughty

nervous

nice

noisy

obedient

obnoxious

old

peaceful

picky

pleasant

polite

poor

popular

positive

precise

proper

proud

quick

quiet

rational

reliable

religious

responsible

restless

rich

rough

rowdy

rude

sad

safe

satisfied

scared

secretive

selfish

serious

sharp 

short

shy 

silly

skillful

sly

smart

sneaky

sorry

spoiled

stingy

strange

strict

stubborn

sweet

talented

tall

thankful

thoughtful

thoughtless

tired 

tolerant

touchy

trusting 

trustworthy

unfriendly

unhappy

upset
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